THE  AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
be deceived by abstractions; the physical world and man are
the eternal source of all real art, of fertile thought, of con-
structive philosophy. Take life seriously, distrust passion,
think rather than feel, don't be carried away by words, don't
think that you are the people and wisdom shall die with
you." * All those who, whatever their political or religious faith,
endeavour to make this advice their motto are to some extent
the conscious and willing disciples of Taine.
##•#####	*
" Those who will some day write the history of the political
and moral revolutions of the nineteenth century will be led to
conclude that the resetting up of the Imperial system within
the State and the triumphant invasion of M. Taine's system
in the intellectual world are two correlated facts." 2
Thus as early as 1859 was the part to be played in political
thought by the authority of science foreseen and defined—
namely, to jeopardize freedom and sanction an autocratic
restoration ; and in the main forecast and definition proved to
be accurate. How far can one explain a phenomenon which is
disconcerting to a generation unaccustomed to find a scientific
outlook allied to political and social reaction ?
We shall be less puzzled, however, if we consider exactly what
conceptions of Science and of Liberty were affronting each
other in the middle of last century. It is perhaps difficult
for us to realize both how narrow and all-compelling was
their new mistress, to those who transferred their allegiance
from the subjective and sentimental romanticism in "which
they had been born to the objective, dispassionate matter-of-
fact outlook which the new discoveries demanded. Narrow, in
so far as the Science of that day could make no room for any
but herself, and ruled out as " unscientific " many a solution
to which she was later to reopen the door; all-compelling
because she claimed to be entirely self-sufficient, able to solve
all problems without the help of any other mental or moral
discipline.
Renan's Avenir de la Science^ written in 1849., is a revelation
1	Gabriel Monod, Revue blanche, I5th August 1897.
2	T. J. Weiss, Revue de F Instruction publique, I5th December 1859.
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